Home Décor Trends, 2005

With the success of decorating shows which dominate not only specialty television channels, but networks as well, the interest in creating and updating the décor in our homes is running high.  Turn up the heat in your own home with something orange, red, or yellow. Most 2005 trends are about simplicity, intimacy and putting your personal stamp (literally, with the renewed popularity in monograms) on your space.
Overall Decorating Trends for 2005:

1) Orange you Glad?  

The “Colour of the Year” in 2005 is “Full Bloom”, according to Trent Miller, Owner/Operator of Color Your World in Mississauga.  This colour, chosen by an international panel each year, is a creamy, darker orange.  “Oranges in general, are really, really hot”, Miller says.  “Earthtone colours are always hot.”  Keeping the heat turned up, red-red, citrus orange, bold tangerine and lively pink are showing up in most décor trend surveys.  Carla Restante, Interior Designer for Sears, agrees.  “I love tones that harmonize with an earthy look, such as Burnt Orange, Sienna Red, Hazelnut-Brown, Indigo-Blue, Velvet Cream, Golden Amber, and Sage Green.”
2) Stirred AND Shaken

Great news for those of you with an accidental eclectic mix in your house (Mom’s old floral couch next to your funky Ikea coffee table) as mixing it up is the way to go.    Obsessive matching is out; your own varying personal taste is in.
3) One of these things is not like the other…

“Feature Walls are very popular”, says Miller.  “Painting one wall a darker colour than the other three will accent important items in a room.  For example, artwork in a living room, or an antique bed in a bedroom”, he says.  Sandra Dixon, Decorating Consultant, Home Interiors & Gifts agrees.  “Clients are sometimes afraid to paint a wall in one rich colour, but one wall or a niche in the room leaves them wanting more.”
4) It’s baaaack

Wallpaper got so far out, it got back in again.  “Wallpaper is back” scream the posters at Color Your World Stores.  It’s easier, the selection is huge, and you get more precision, for about the same price as paint.  Popular choices include damask, paisley, and colour washes, which are working in almost every room in the house.  New wallpapers are durable enough to work even in bathrooms.

5) Come closer, much closer

Perhaps we’re still cocooning in the new millennium, and close intimate spaces can be created in almost any size room.  Smaller groupings of two or three upholstered chairs (combined with a warm wall colour) invite you and your family to snuggle in.

6) Gonna get high, high, high

High in thread count that is.  The bedroom is not for public display, so use this space to indulge your romantic and luxurious fantasies.  Sales of high count thread sheets are growing every year as we look for a space to relax and escape.

7) What’s Cooking?

Kitchen renovations are always at the top of anyone’s home décor list, but you don’t have to break the bank and rip everything out to get an updated look.  Adding interesting and colourful tiles to your backsplash provide you with an easy and reasonable way to update your kitchen.  Countertops will stretch your budget quite a bit more, but investing in a quartz or granite countertop is smart.  They have a great modern look with tremendous durability and scratch resistance.  Kitchen islands are still popular, from small portable stands to larger, permanent “mini-counters” complete with sinks and wine racks.
8)
Windows of Your World:

The right window treatment can bring light, style, and tone to any room.  Restante has a personal favorite which are “elegant, simple and beautiful.”  The Hunter Douglas Silhouette Window Shadings provide a sophisticated look which “take on all the advantage of drapery, shades and blinds all in one unique product.”  The shadings hold fabric vanes between two sheer fabric facings, available in many different fabrics.  The vanes will give you total privacy and sunlight control.  Check out their website at www.hunterdouglas.com, or visit Sears for more information.  Hot this year is their new product, Allouettes; perfect for that romantic bedroom you’re building.  These unique window shadings offer the advantage of the Silhouette with the classic look of a wooden shutter.

Restante’s second choice for window coverings is the Woven Woods by Levelor.  “These Roman shade-like blinds bring a touch of natural beauty to the inside of your home.”  Perfect for the living room or the kitchen, these blinds are a combination of fine wood and bamboo which are stunning.
9) Dip Your Toe In…
If you’re afraid to take the big plunge and paint your rooms with the bold rich colours of 2005, start with some accessories to give your room a splash of burnt umber, Dijon mustard, or rich red.  Home Interiors & Gifts, who recently joined forces with Better Homes & Gardens, has the perfect range of accessories to get you started.  Dixon says the Mediterranean feel is very hot right now, in particular Italian urns which pick up the reds, oranges, and yellows of the season.  “We also offer 3 prints which pick up the colours of the pottery, and a beautiful Calla lily bush which has a hint of the yellow, as well as the orange and red.”  Check out their website at www.homeinteriors.com to pick up some items to perk up your space.
10) Lighter Shade of Pale

Fear not, faint of heart.  Pastel colours aren’t totally out; rather they’re quietly making their presence known as spring approaches.  Picking up on the rich hues of orange and red, pastel orange and pinks are also gaining momentum.  The 1950’s and 60’s are retro and cool and showing up in vibrant lemons, limes, lavenders as well, which work especially well in a kitchen.
What’s out?

· High contrast faux finishes (for example pink and blue ragging, sponging, or colour washes – so “last year”)

· High gloss paint, which tends to mask the true colour of the paint behind its sheen.  Try “Ceramic Matt” paints from Color Your World which combine the scrubbability of gloss, with the high style look of flat.  Available in every colour.

· Fussy rooms with matching everything

· Big, impersonal rooms with big impersonal seating areas  

· Spending too much – head to the dollar store or the garage sales and find great buys that you’re not afraid to brag about

· Being afraid to mix things up and add some colour to your home
The bottom line for decorating in 2005?  After the winter we’ve been through in Southern Ontario is shouldn’t be hard to remember:  Hot, hot, hot.  Turn up the heat by creating a warm and rich niche in your home that you can retreat to whenever the words “winter storm warning” run through your head.

Kathy Buckworth is a Mississauga based freelance writer whose first book “The Secret Life of Supermom: The Tricks and the Truths About Having it All” is being published by Sourcebooks in April, 2005.

